
Area #3: SW Neighborhoods  
Existing Conditions  
 6,100 daily vehicles on Ashcake Road with new/planned    

development in Hanover  

 Diverse, yet aging, housing stock 

 Walkable neighborhoods connecting to trails and downtown  

 Aging Town Pool in need of renovation  

 Historic housing stock   

 Ashland housing owner (55%) and renter (45%)   

 Established area experiencing some infill development  

 National Bike Routes 76 and 1 combine along railroad 

 Median home value owner-occupied ($189,400) and median 
gross rent ($941/month)  

Goals & Policies  
 High quality construction that compliments and furthers         

traditional neighborhood design (TND)  

 Neighborhood composition 
 - Varied housing types, lots, and price points so that all ages 
 and incomes live in a diverse neighborhood  
 - Sustainable building materials and practices  
 - Housing setbacks varied from street   
 - Attract higher-income housing to balance market  

 Housing design  
 - Design Guidelines for building construction  
 - 4-sided architecture with consistent materials  
 - side or rear loading garages  
 - Large front porches, prominent front door, high %          
 windows, dormers, and consistent features  
 - Age-in-place or new  

 Transportation  
 - Grid pattern, blocks generally 400’-500’ x 300’-500’ 
 - No cul-de-sacs 
 - Adequate sidewalks, crosswalks, lighting  

Goals & Policies, continued 
 Environment  
 - Preserve existing wetlands  
 - Quality design of stormwater features (LID)  
 - Provide necessary park and recreation features  
 - Open space design to accessible and an amenity    

 Single Family Low Density (1-4 units/acre) and Medium Density 
(2-5 units/acre) similar design principals  

 Infill housing with Architectural Review Board (ARB)  

 Sustainable growth network  
 - Housing cost to transportation, business, and open space 
 - Safe and healthy living space  
 - Environmental friendly buildings  
 - Mixed income neighborhoods  

 Increase homeownership, look into programs  

 Revitalize aging housing through incentives (CDBG, Project 
HOMES) and enforcement (blight abatement teams)  

 Schools are neighborhood centers; preserve and enhance 

 Further connections with National Bike Routes and East Coast 
Greenway  

 Future Land Use  
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